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34 Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God does not show 

favoritism 35 but accepts from every nation the one who fears him and does what is right. 
36 You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, announcing the good news of 

peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 37 You know what has happened throughout 

the province of Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached—38 how 

God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around 

doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with 

him. 

Heavenly Father, as you spoke from the torn-open heavens at the baptism of Your Son, in 

Your mercy, please speak to our hearts through our contemplation of that same baptism, and so 

lead us to love Your Son as much as You do. 

Today is the second Sunday in the season of Epiphany, the season that bridges the gap 

between Christmas and Lent, where piece by piece we see Jesus unveiled as God’s true Son, the 

Messiah, our Savior.  This year, our message series during this season of Epiphany is called 

UNVEILED because each week as we come back to look into God’s Word we see Him peeling 

back the veil ever so much more to show us who Jesus is.   

Last week, our Gospel lesson from Matthew 2 gave us the account of the wise-men’s visit 

to Jesus in Bethlehem.  Now, for us, as we read through St. Matthew’s Gospel we can see that 

already in that visit from the Magi, that God was revealing that Jesus was the Savior, not just of 

the people of Israel, but of all nations.  But how many people at that time knew about the visit of 

those notable foreigners to a little child in the small town of Bethlehem?  There were at least a 

handful of people who knew.  The wise men had come first to Jerusalem and asked, Where is 

the child who was born King of the Jews?  We have seen His star in the east and have come 

to worship Him (Mt 2:2).  King Herod called together the chief priests and the leading scholars 

of God’s Word and they pointed to the words of the prophet Micah who foretold that the 

Messiah would be born in Bethlehem.   

But after the visit from the wise men, Joseph was warned by an angel to flee with Mary 

and Jesus to Egypt, because King Herod had it in his heart to kill Jesus to remove any threat of 

his right to rule over the territory of Judea.  So Joseph and Mary and Jesus went to Egypt until 

Herod died and God sent an angel to tell them that coast was clear; those who were attempting to 

kill their child had died.  When they returned, they moved back north to the town of Nazareth in 

Galilee where Joseph had lived previously.   

So despite that rather impressive visit from those notable guests from a far off land, Jesus 

had dropped off the radar for a while.  It’s likely that whatever stir had been caused by the wise 

men’s appearance in Jerusalem had died out after a while when no more news came of this child 
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who had been born in Bethlehem.  It wasn’t until Jesus was about thirty years old that the time 

came for Him to be truly unveiled as God’s chosen Messiah. 

And that’s where our Gospel lesson today picked up.  Jesus came down from His 

hometown in Nazareth to the bank of the Jordan river where John the Baptist had been carrying 

out his ministry so that He could be Baptized by John.  One of the biggest questions that comes 

up when we look at the accounts of the Baptism of Jesus is “Why was Jesus Baptized?”  And one 

the most helpful passages of Scripture in helping us to understand the answer to that question is 

found in a sermon that the Apostle Peter gave in the home of a Roman Centurion named 

Cornelius, which we read a few minutes ago as our Epistle lesson from Acts 10. 

We heard Peter’s words as he preached to the people gathered there in Cornelius’s home: 

You know what has happened throughout the province of Judea, beginning in Galilee after 

the baptism that John preached—how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit 

and power, and how He went around doing good and healing all who were under the power 

of the devil, because God was with Him. 

Jesus came to John to be Baptized because He recognized Baptism—as we do—to be a 

means of grace, an instrument through which God graciously pours out His blessings upon us.  In 

your Baptism, God poured out the Holy Spirit on you to bring you the benefits of the salvation 

which Jesus won for you on the cross.  In your Baptism, God connected you to the miracle of 

salvation that took place on the cross, taking away your sins and giving you the righteousness of 

Jesus.  He placed His name and promise on you, so that you can know with confidence that you 

are His beloved child. 

At Jesus’ baptism, after living for thirty years in the town of Nazareth, perfectly fulfilling 

God’s law in every way, God the Father responded with His approval by opening up the heavens 

and saying to Jesus, You are My Son, whom I love.  With You I am well pleased (Mk 1:11), 

giving Jesus the assurance that He was God’s beloved child. 

In your Baptism, you received the Holy Spirit so that by His power you are now able to 

carry out your heavenly Father’s will and to do those things which are pleasing in His sight.   

At Jesus’ Baptism, as Peter tells us in Acts 10:38, Jesus was anointed by God with the 

Holy Spirit so that, by the power of the Holy Spirit, He could go around doing good, carrying out 

His Father’s will by doing those things that were pleasing in His sight, and so that He would 

have power against the devil to heal and to save those who were under his control. 

We know that Jesus was not only a man but that He is and always has been and will 

always be true God.  And so it’s difficult for us to understand how God the Son could ever be in 

a situation where He would seek out something like the Sacrament of Holy Baptism to receive 

spiritual blessings from God.  But that is the case we find while He was in the state of 

humiliation when He did not always and fully make use of the divine characteristics that He had 

as the Son of God. 

During that period of humiliation Jesus used the same normal means which God has 

ordained for all human beings to physically grow and to gain and maintain His bodily health and 

strength.  From the moment of His conception, Jesus grew in Mary’s womb just like any other 

child grows, by receiving the nutrients He needed from Mary through that umbilical cord.  In 

Luke chapter 2, after the account of the boy Jesus in the temple, Luke tells us that Jesus 

continued to grow in wisdom and in stature.  He grew in stature just like we do, through diet and 

exercise.  He grew in wisdom just like we do, by observing what was going on around Him in 
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His life and through the training and instruction of His parents and teachers.  It’s incredible to 

think about, isn’t it? 

But what’s maybe even more amazing, is that during that period of His humiliation, for 

His spiritual growth, Jesus also employed the same means that God has ordained for every 

human being: the means of Grace in Word and Sacrament, fellowship with other believers, and 

prayer. 

When Jesus was baptized, God both anointed Him to carry out His work as our Prophet, 

Priest, and King and gave Him the strength and power to do it.  Now, it’s important for us to 

remember that the entire time Jesus was in this world during His humiliation—from the moment 

of His conception to His death and burial—He was still fully God.  He never gave up His 

almighty power or His complete knowledge of all things spiritual or otherwise, He simply 

humbled Himself by not making full use of them. 

Today, when we read the accounts of Jesus’ Baptism and hear God the Father’s voice 

saying, This is My Son, whom I love; with Him I am well pleased, and see how the Holy 

Spirit descended on Jesus in the form of a dove, we see God pulling back the veil and revealing 

Jesus as the Messiah, the Christ, the anointed one!  But what effect did those miracles have at the 

time?  We can’t say for sure how many people were present at Jesus’ Baptism or even if any of 

them, other than John, saw the dove and heard the voice from heaven. 

It was over the course of the next three years as Jesus went about His ministry, teaching 

and performing miracles, that people began to realize He was the Almighty Son of God, as He 

fulfilled all the prophecies that had been foretold about the coming Messiah and as He 

demonstrated power and authority that God alone can claim.   

But even after He had risen and ascended into heaven, there was still some confusion 

among the believers over whom Jesus, the Messiah, had come to save.  Take some time over the 

coming week to read through the surrounding context of our lesson from Acts this morning.  It 

took a special vision from God and this visit to Cornelius for it to finally click for the Apostle 

Peter that the salvation Jesus had won on the cross was salvation for all people—Jews and 

Gentiles alike—and that we are saved, not by following the regulations of the law, but through 

faith in Jesus alone. 

Take some time this week to contemplate the miracle of God’s grace that took place at 

your Baptism.  By the promises of God that are connected with the water of Baptism, you have 

been connected to the perfect life of Jesus.  So just as God looked upon Jesus and said This is 

My Son Whom I Love, with whom I am well pleased, he now looks at you and says the same.  

These are my sons and daughters whom I love and they are a delight to me.  That’s true, not 

because of who you are, or to whom you can trace your lineage.  It’s true, because by the power 

of God, Jesus, the anointed Messiah has forgiven your sins.   

Your Baptism also means that the Holy Spirit is at work within you.  He has made you 

holy on the merits of Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross and He continues to make you holy day after 

day by empowering you through the gospel to turn with a repentant heart away from sin to the 

free grace God has given you for the forgiven of your sins and the renewal of your life.   

Last week we looked at the prophet Isaiah’s call to arise and shine in response to the 

Gospel.   
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I challenged you take on that call as your resolution this year, to rise each day over the darkness 

of sin and all of its temptations and the fear and depression and sorrow that Satan works in our 

hearts through that sin, and to shine by letting the light of the gospel of Jesus fill your hearts and 

overflow into your lives as you mirror His love for you to the people around you.   

How did the first week go?  I found that I was reminding myself to rise and shine not just 

once a day but multiple times each day.  It isn’t easy, is it?  Satan is a more formidable opponent 

than any of us can handle.  And that’s why we need to keep going to Jesus in prayer asking Him 

to strengthen us to rise up over sin and to shine His light into the world.  He does that through the 

power of your Baptism.  You do not have the power within yourself to rise up and defeat Satan 

or to shine with the light of the gospel, but the Holy Spirit has descended on you in your Baptism 

to give you the power to overcome the devil, to do what is pleasing in God’s sight, and to 

proclaim with your words and actions the kingdom of our Lord.   

If it helps you to remember your Baptism and the power which God has given you 

through it, start your day off the same way we start our worship here, In the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit—the same words which were spoken over you at your 

Baptism.  And you can make the sign of the cross over your head and your heart to remind you 

that in your Baptism you are connected to Jesus and to all that He has done for you. 

Peter learned a valuable lesson that day in Caesarea: God does not show favoritism. 

That’s a gospel truth which is so very dear to you and me, because if God did show favoritism, 

then why of all people would He have chosen to forgive us, bring us into His family, and bestow 

us with the power to rise up over sin and the devil and let His light shine into this world?  And 

it’s an important lesson for us to remember as we, like the Apostle Peter, go about our personal 

lives of ministry.  There are no favorites in God’s eyes; every soul that we encounter, regardless 

of race, wealth, or anything else, is a soul for whom Jesus died and whom God dearly loves.  

And we have the amazing opportunity to let His light shine on them as we share with them what 

has been unveiled to us on the pages of Scripture: that Jesus of Nazareth is God’s anointed 

Messiah who took away our sins and gives us the gift of eternal life. 

Amen. 

 

May the God of grace who has Baptized you into His Name, continue to fill you with the 

peace and joy of salvation, the power of the Holy Spirit to live and to act according to His will, 

and the love of Christ to bring the news of salvation to all people.  And may He keep you in your 

Baptismal grace, all the days of your life. 

Amen. 

 


